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DAINTY   WORK   FOR   LITTLE   FINDERS:    CHILDREN    MAKING    LACE
Malta has long been celebrated for its silk pillow-lace of black or white, or sometimes red threads, characteristic designs being circles, wheels, and wheat-ears. In the interior of the island nearly even," household is thus employed, even the smallest children showing great skill in the craft. Maltese lace 'has notably influenced English lace design, and lace of Maltese type is made in Bedfordshire
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at Notabile, on the higher edge of the plateau, which is proved by remains of Roman buildings to have been then the principal town, as it still was after the Saracen Conquest in A.D. 870, and under the Norman Count Roger of Sicily, who expelled the Saracens in 1090, and built his cathedral on the site of the " house of  Publius."   Neither  these,  nor  the numerous  later   changes   of   overlord during the Middle Ages seriously disturbed  the  native population,  which managed its own affairs under charters from successive conquerors.
But in 1530 the knights of St. John of Jerusalem, who had withdrawn from their last foothold in the Holy Land in 1291, and had been expelled by the Turks in 1522 from their fortress in Rhodes, received from the Emperor Charles V. the grant of Malta, Gozo, and the African district of Tripoli, and established themselves first on the south side of the Grand Harbour, then, after the great siege of 1565, under Grand Master Jehan de la Valletta, in the " city built by gentlemen for gentlemen," which bears his name.
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